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SPRING ORDEAL 2012 
The foundation of The Order of the Arrow is service. There is no better 
opportunity to perform this pillar of our organization then at Ordeal.  

The Ordeal is service at its finest to our council camps. We also perform the 
service of making those scouts, who have been recognized by their units as 
honor campers, members of the Order of the Arrow.  

This event requires the help of many of our members and we call on each you 
to return to our soon to be newest members the goodwill and mentoring you 
received when you joined. This event is not void of fun and there will be plenty 
of opportunity for good food and fellowship.  

The Spring Ordeal will be at Slippery Falls on Friday May 18th through Sunday 
May 20th. More information and registration will be available on the MaNu 
Lodge website at www.manu133.org. 

 

 

 SEAL YOUR MEMBERSHIP-BECOME A BROTHERHOOD MEMBER 
All members in the Order of the Arrow (OA) are equal.  Each member is 
entitled to all the rights and privileges of membership in the Order.  Yet, the 
OA is strengthened by a brotherhood within the membership.  To recognize 
those Ordeal members who have given service within the OA and are willing to 
reaffirm their belief in the Order by accepting five challenges, are encouraged 
to earn their Brotherhood.  After being an active Ordeal member for 10 months 
and completing several challenges, you may take part in the Brotherhood 
ceremony.  There will be several upcoming opportunities to become a 
Brotherhood Member.  At your District Spring Camporee(TBA), Good Turn 
Weekend, Spring Ordeal, Fall Ordeal, and the Lodge Brotherhood Night. 

MANU LODGE ORDER OF THE ARROW 
www.manu133.org 

EVENT REGISTRATIONS, UPDATED CALENDAR, AND  
LODGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Spirit  

Of the 

Buffalo 

http://manu133.org/_vti_bin/shtml.exe/manu133/index.htm/map


 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2012 OFFICERS 
Left to right: Chief, Wesley Seaman; Vice Chief Programs and Activities, Markus Doyal; Jason 
Musgrove; Vice Chief Ceremonies and Inductions, Tanner Bailey; Secretary, Seth Truitt; and 

Treasurer, Bryce OôConnell. Not Pictured: Vice Chief Camping and Service, Chase Mixon. 
ñWE CANT WAIT TO START SERVING YOUò 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

UNIT ELECTIONS 
A chartered Boy Scout Troop may hold an election for members of their troop to become members of 
the Order of the Arrow once each year.  Both youth and adult Scouts and Scouters may become 
members of the OA. New members aren't elected only by the OA members in the troop ï everyone in 
the troop votes insuring that Scouts and Scouters are selected for OA mostly by people who are not OA 
members. A unit election team, trained in the latest OA election policies, will visit a regular troop 
meeting at the invitation of the Scoutmaster to conduct the election. 
 
Youth elections take about 20 minutes to complete. In order for an election to be held, at least 50% of 
the Troopôs youth members must be present (based on the current chartered troop membership) ï if 
less than 50% are present, the election must be rescheduled. Adults are nominated by the entire troop 
committee. Officially, they are not elected. They are nominated to the lodge, which decides whether to 
accept the nomination or not. Only elections conducted by an official OA election team trained by 
MaNu Lodge will be considered valid. 
 

CHAPTERS MAKE SURE YOU GET TROOPS TO SCHEDULE UNIT ELECTIONS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL CHIEF ABOUT NOAC 2012 
See that guy in the middle of the picture below? That's me, circa 2006. 
 

I have been trying for over a month to think of a way to describe the NOAC experience to Arrowmen 
that have never been to one before, and I finally realized there would be no way for me to convey the 
feeling of a National OA Conference in words. 
 

I could vividly describe the moment I stepped into the arena for the opening show of my first NOAC--
the vibrant energy that filled the air as thousands of Arrowmen of all ages and from across our nation 
shared a kind of ecstatic camaraderie that I have experienced in few other settings. I could talk about 
how the classes I attended about OA ceremonies inspired me to become the ceremonies chairman of 
my lodge, my first real leadership position in the Order. I could focus on the new friends I met, the 
patches I traded, or the frisbee games I played. 
 

But my NOAC experience would be irrelevant to you, because your NOAC experience will invariably be 
different. That's the incredible thing about a National OA Conference--there is such a cornucopia of 
activity that one person could not possibly do everything. Everyone's NOAC is both an individual 
experience and a collective experience. 
 

And, more importantly, the reason why I won't focus on describing the details of my first NOAC is 
because none of that would accurately express the emotional joy of the event. The reason a NOAC is 
great is not because you spend your week doing certain activities. Conferences are incredible because 
they allow you to be a part of a group of thousands of Arrowmen that collectively embody our cheerful 
brotherhood. 
 

For me, NOAC is an event where even something as silly as encountering a man in a bear suit walking 
around the Michigan State at night becomes a moment that you'll remember for the rest of your life. 
Find out what NOAC is for you. I promise, you won't be disappointed. 
 

Yours in service, 
Jonathan Hillis, 2011 National Chief 

 

 

SUGGESTIONS OR COMMENTS ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER? 

Contact the Lodge Secretary at seth.truitt@gmail.com or the Lodge Chief at westheweasel@yahoo.com 

The conference fee is $600 for members, 
which pay their total conference fee by April 
30, 2012.  The fee includes five night's 
housing, 14 meals, program and support 
material, registration materials, travel to and 
from Michigan State, and recognition items 
during the six-day conference. 
  
All Arrowmen who are registered members 
of the Boy Scouts of America and have their 
council's approval, are eligible to participate 
in the 2012 National Conference. 
 

All participants must register as a member of 
the council contingent.  Reserve your spot 
now with a small deposit online at 
www.manu133.org.  Donôt Wait!!!  
 

NOAC is July 29th ï August 5th, 2012 at 

Michigan State University in East Lansing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORDER OF THE ARROW HIGH ADVENTURE 
National Order of the Arrow Trail Crew (Philmont) 

Philmont staff members with strong Order of the Arrow backgrounds will lead participants on a two 
week trail crew and trek. The program is a fourteen-day experience. The first week focuses on trail 
construction and maintenance under the guidance of Philmont trail crew foremen. The second week is 
a seven-day backpacking trek that is designed by the participants. The program is not simply building 
trails and hiking; the OA Trail Crew is ultimately a journey that challenges Scouts mentally, physically 
and spiritually. 

 
National Order of the Arrow Wilderness Voyage (Northern Tier) 

An opportunity to join Arrowmen from across the country in cheerful service and the formation of 
lasting brotherhood on the pristine US/Canadian Boundary Waters. Under the direction of the United 
States Forest Service, experienced Charles L. Sommers staff members with strong Order of the Arrow 
backgrounds will lead participants on a two week voyage into the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness (BWCAW). Arrowmen will embark on a voyage that is twofold. One-half of the OA 
Northern Tier Wilderness Voyage focuses on portage trail and campsite maintenance within the 
Boundary Waters. The remaining expedition is spent on a canoeing adventure that is planned and 
chosen by the participants in the program. In other words, each crew plans their own voyage! 
However, the program is not simply portage trail work, camping, and canoeing. The OA Northern Tier 
Wilderness Voyage is ultimately a journey that challenges Scouts mentally, physically and spiritually. 

 
National Order of the Arrow Wilderness Voyage: Canadian Odyssey 

The Order of the Arrow Wilderness Voyage: Canadian Odyssey program is an experience like no other. 
For two weeks, you will join together with Arrowmen from around the country and experience the wild 
beauty of the Quetico Provincial Park of Ontario, Canada. Like its U.S. counterpart, the first week of 
the program is spent giving back to the Quetico through portage trail restoration work. Participants 
have the opportunity to leave their mark on the Quetico that will enable millions of visitors each year 
to better enjoy their experience. Trail work involves restoring and protecting trails that have existed 
for centuries and are in dire need of repair. The second part of the program is a ninety mile trek from 
Atikokan, Ontario to Ely, Minnesota.  
 
 National Order of the Arrow Ocean Adventure (Florida Sea Base)  
The Order of the Arrow, in cooperation with the Florida Sea Base, is offering you an opportunity to 
provide cheerful service while experiencing the adventure and fun of one of the greatest ecosystems on 
our planet - the Florida Keys and the waters which surround them. This ten day program will provide 
an array of service opportunities that include work helping to develop the Florida Keys Heritage Trail, 
removing invasive species in and around the Sea Bases's Big Munson Island, and supporting both the 
Crane Point Nature Center and Marathon Wild Bird Center in preserving the Keys flora, fauna and 
wildlife. You will be camping at both Big Munson Island and Crane Point during the service portion of 
the program, after which you will move aboard a 40-50' sailing yacht for four days at sea. While afloat, 
you will experience the fun and excitement of life in the Keys from the unique perspective of a sailor as 
you sail, snorkel on pristine coral reefs, troll for sportfish, and swim in the warm waters of the Keys. 
Your program is a 10-day experience in which you will experience wilderness camping, kayaking, 
sailing, fishing, snorkeling, team building (including a trip on a war canoe) and of course cheerful 
service. The program will be conservation based and will seek to help protect the eco-system of the 
Florida Keys. In addition to the conservation service, participants will strengthen leadership skills, 
learn about the Keys eco-system and its marine environment, experience life afloat and strengthen 
understanding of the Order of the Arrow.  
 

Check out adventure.oa-bsa.org for more information  
and how to sign up for these programs. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITMENT TO THE ORDER OF THE ARROW 
Over ninety years ago, at a summer camp on an island in the Delaware River, E. Urner Goodman 
inducted a group of young Scouts into an organization of honor campers. Since that first ceremony, the 
organization has grown exponentially and has spread from coast to coast, with more than 300 lodges 
and more than 100,000 members. The organization, now known as the Order of the Arrow, has 
become a staple of the Boy Scout program and has developed into its premier leadership development 
program. 

Thousands of Arrowmen gather together for national conferences every other year, hundreds attend 
lodge and section events on weekends, and over three hundred take time out of their summer breaks to 
travel to the BSA high adventure bases and render service. The Order has had, and continues to have, a 
profound impact on its members and on the Scouting program. Our members dedicate themselves to 
the idea of servant leadership. 

Over time, however, our dedication can begin to fade. As we grow older and become busier with school 
and work, the things that at one time seemed so important to us begin to get pushed to the background 
by new opportunities and activities. As commitments pile up, it becomes easier and easier to skip the 
occasional lodge weekend; it becomes easier and easier to detach ourselves from the organization to 
which we once felt so connected. 

When I was twelve, I almost quit the Scouting program. School and friends distracted me, and the 
things that had once seemed so important began to fade. Luckily, I did not quit. I found a way to 
rekindle my dedication to the Order of the Arrow, and so can anyone else who may find his enthusiasm 
waning. Every year we are provided with innumerable opportunities to renew our commitment to the 
Order and to servant leadership through programs like OA Trail Crew, OA Wilderness Voyage, OA 
Ocean Adventure, NOAC, National Leadership Seminars, and Scoutreach Mentoring. I challenge all of 
you to take advantage of these opportunities. 

It seems almost ridiculous for me to ask you to give even more to the Order and Scouting than you 
already do. However, these programs have so much to offer you for such a small additional investment 
of your time. These programs have the ability to refocus your energy, revive your spirit, and renew your 
enthusiasm for the Order. We cannot allow this organization and the values for which it stands to 
become just another chore. 

Take the time to examine your commitment to the Order and its principles. Are you still dedicated to it 
in the same way you once were? Take advantage of the national programs and the unique opportunities 
they offer. Use them to help you recharge your batteries and renew your commitment to the Order of 
the Arrow and to the idea of servant leadership. What you gain will far surpass what you give.   

 

WWW, 

Seth Mollitt,  
2005 National Vice Chief 
 

2012 SECTION 8 CONCLAVE 
The Section 8 Conclave is scheduled for April 27, 28, & 29, 2012 at Camp Rockefeller on the Gus Blass 
Scout Reservation near Damascus, Arkansas.  This annual event is attended by all seven lodges in the 
Section. 

 It will include competitions in Indian events, training classes, patch trading, shows, games, and 
excellent food throughout the weekend. Each lodge will have the opportunity to demonstrate what 
makes it unique, and to gain experience from each other.  

The registration fee is $25 until March 22nd and will then jump to $35 until April 13th. Registration 
may be completed online at www.sr-8.org. We anticipate a great turnout from Manu Lodge; don't miss 
out on the learning, fun and fellowship! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHIEFLY SPEAKING 
Here we go again; itôs time for another fun and exciting year in OA!  The year of 2012 is looking to be a very adventurous 
year for Ma-Nu Lodge. With the LLDC quickly approaching, we are starting the year off with a bang.  Our work weekend 
this year will once again be held at Dripping Springs, and we need as many people as possible that weekend so we can 
adequately show what the OA is about as far as service to our council camps goes.  Our standard events, Ordeals, Fall 
Fellowship, Conclave, etc., will be continuing as usual, but this year there is a very special even going on.  ITôS TIME FOR 
NOAC! NOAC will be held at Michigan State University from July 30th to August 4th, and will be the highlight of your 
scouting experience in 2012, if not the highlight of your scouting career as a whole.  

As 2012 comes into focus I want to challenge you all to remind yourselves of the expectations of an Arrowman.  Are you still 
a friend to all?  Are you still active in your unit?  Do you still enjoy camping and the outdoors?  With the start of a new year, 
now is the time to rekindle these ideals within you.  Encourage your fellow brothers in your respective units to seal their 
membership in the OA by completing the brotherhood ceremony.  Through Derekôs leadership in 2011 we achieved Quality 
Lodge, but we canôt stop now.  We must be proactive with brotherhood conversion, unit elections, and membership growth 
to achieve our goals with Journey to Excellence in 2012.  

It is up to us, the youth of the lodge to uphold the success we have had in the past and to ensure a bright future in the 
coming year. 

This is our lodge, this is our time. 
Wesley Seaman, Lodge Chief 

ADVISERõS MINUTE 
I hope each of you had a great holiday season, spent time with family and friends, enjoyed time away from school and work 
and now are ready to dive head first into 2012. First things first. I am pleased to announce MaNu Lodge No. 133 attained 
Quality Lodge. This is the result of a commitment by our Lodge Chief Derek Lampe and his influence on the youth of our 
Lodge. I must admit, I was skeptical when Derek set forth this goal at the November 2010 planning retreat as Brotherhood 
conversion historically kept us from obtaining. The youth started conducting Brotherhood ceremonies at the work weekend 
at Dripping Springs in March, every District Camporee where give the opportunity, Spring Ordeal, every week at Slippery 
Falls during summer camp, Fall Ordeal and held a Brotherhood night in September at John Nichols Scout Ranch which 
pushed us over the top. This type of dedication and effort to setting a goal, putting together a plan and then following thru 
and implementing the plan is what the concept of youth led is truly all about. Rather than listen to nay sayers and doubters, 
our youth made Quality Lodge a reality for MaNu Lodge. For this accomplishment, our youth are to be congratulated. What 
is in store for MaNu Lodge for 2012?  

Incoming Lodge Chief Wes Seaman and his Vice-Chiefs have set out an ambitious agenda. This promises to be a great year 
for OA but it all depends on the effort of each individual member of our Lodge. Are you active in your chapter, serving on a 
ceremony team? Webelosô crossovers and Arrow of Light ceremonies are about to be in full swing. These ceremonies are 
usually the first exposure the new Scouts and Cub Scouts have to our Order. It gives the chance for each youth to show case 
your talent and perhaps light a spark of interest for the next generation of OA members. Are you coming to the Annual 
Banquet at McFarland UMC in Norman Saturday, January 7, 2012? This event gives us the chance to thank those brothers 
who have gone above and beyond in service. The Lodge Leadership Development Conference is Saturday, January 21, 2011 
once again at McFarland UMC. Plan on attending for a day of excellent training. The Lodge work weekend is in March at 
Dripping Springs. Perhaps we can persuade Mr. Stearman into another round of chicken fried steaks. New Years 
resolutions are usually shot by that time anyway. Is your chapter performing a call out ceremony for your Districtôs 2012 
Ordeal Candidates? What about Conclave in April at Camp Rockefeller, Damascus, AR?   Spring and Fall Ordeals will be 
here before we know it. Even if you are not on a ceremony team, we never have enough Elangomats or support help. Are 
you going to make sure the newly elected candidates from your unit attend an Ordeal and become members of our Beloved 
Order? What are your plans for High Adventure this summer? Going on a trek to Philmont, Northern Tier or Seabase? Have 
you considered OA Trail Crew at Philmont or Northern Tier? In exchange for a week of building and maintaining trails, you 
go on a trek and the price is very reasonable. Transportation to and from is your biggest expense. The Lodge has funds 
available based on need. NOAC 2012 is at Michigan State University, East Lansing ,Michigan the last week in July thru first 
week in August. Arrowmen from all over the United States will gather for a week of fun, fellowship, patch trading and 
exciting activities. The nightly shows put on by OA youth are spectacular. We will travel by charter bus and have sightseeing 
stops planned along the way.  

This year, we will be embarking on the Journey to Excellence which replaces the Quality Lodge. Once again, the goals are 
the minimum standards. Are we satisfied with the bare minimum or do we want to be known as a Lodge which meets and 
exceeds the minimum standards? I challenge each Arrowman to set goals for your involvement w/ your unit, Chapter and 
Lodge for 2012.  Donôt sit back and complain there is nothing to do or find fault and grumble about the idiot Lodge Adviser, 
as truth is an absolute defense to slander, get involved.   

This is your Lodge, this is your time. 
Bob Gray, Lodge Adviser  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 MANU LODGE DUES 
Pay your 2012 dues online at:  www.manu133.org 

Lodge Dues should be paid now, Thank you for supporting the Lodge. 

 

LODGE LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 
On Saturday, January 21st from 9:00AM to 4:00PM, MaNu Lodge will hold its annual training 
conference at McFarlin United Methodist Church in Norman, Oklahoma for newly elected or appointed 
lodge and chapter officers and advisers.  
 

This program is open to all Arrowmen and is designed as a traditional leadership training conference 
which deals with National and Council policies, lodge operations, and a practical hands-on approach to 
planning and event management. Make plans now to attend!! Remember, all members of the Order of 
the Arrow are welcome and encouraged to attend the conference.   
 

The conference promises to be a special event.  This yearôs guest speaker will be Brandon Azoulai, the 
Section Chief of Section NE-7B and Youth Incident Commander from week 1 Summit Corp.   There is 
no fee to attend the conference, RSVP online at www.manu133.org 

GOOD TURN WEEKEND 
The Lodge Good Turn Work Weekend will be held at Camp 
Dripping Springs near Clinton, Oklahoma during the 
weekend of March 30th through April 1st, 2012.  

As always, there will be much work required to prepare 
camp for spring and summer outdoor activities. This event 
is open to all troops, teams, and crews in council.  You need 
not be a member of the Order of the Arrow.  Campsites are 
limited; please contact Robert Gray, Lodge Adviser to 
reserve a campsite for your troop. There is no fee to attend 
this event, RSVP online at www.manu133.org.   

We expect more than 130 Scouts and Scouters to 
participate.  All meals will be provided by the Lodge and on 
Saturday evening participants will be treated to a 
scrumptious dinner. 

There will be an opportunity for eligible Ordeal members 
to seal their brotherhood membership on Saturday Night. 

 

MaNu 133 Webpage 

 

NOAC 2012 

 

OA High Adventure 

 

 

National OA 

 

These images are known as ñQRò codes. Use these codes for easy access to OA websites from your ñQRò enabled 
phone or tablet.  To download the ñQRò code scanner, go to your phoneôs app store and search ñQR readerò. 



 PROPOSED CHANGE TO LODGE RULES 
Pursuant to Article XIV. AMENDMENT PROCEDURE of the Rules and Regulations of MaNu Lodge 
No. 133, the Lodge Executive Committee proposes our Rules and Regulations be amended as follows: 

ARTICLE VIII. LODGE OFFICERS.  The designation of LODGE SECRETARY shall be amended to 
VICE CHIEF OF ADMINISTRATION and INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ; and the designation of 
LODGE TREASURER shall be amended to VICE CHIEF OF FINANCE. 

It was the opinion of the LEC at the lodge officerôs retreat that these changes would more accurately 
reflect the duties and responsibilities of these officers in light of the new Journey to Excellence 
standards. Per the rules and regulations, this proposed amendment has been presented to the Lodge 
thirty (30) days prior to the date of consideration at the Annual Lodge Banquet, which is the next 
Lodge business meeting. Two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of all active youth members present is 
required for proposed amendment. 

WWW, 
Derek Lampe, Lodge Chief 
Robert Gray, Lodge Adviser 

Thoughts on The Power of One 

The idea of "power" is quite remarkable. Empires have both come to being at its hand and conversely 

fallen because of its tight grasp. Although power is often thought of as a negative influence, when we 

think of it in terms of the NOAC2009 theme, "THEPOWEROFONE" its good qualities shine through. 

The power of one implies that all people can have the power. The power in this case encompasses the 

opportunity to make a difference. Furthermore, the power of one person does not warrant corruption 

or hostile takeovers, instead, it offers them a chance. That chance is in essence to live the golden rule to 

the fullest which states, that we must treat others the way we want to be treated. This rule serves as a 

map that guides us to achieving a positive impact as a result of our power. 

Many others in history have embarked on ways to use their power as a positive influence. George 

Washington humbly showed when to use the power and when to give it up to benefit generations. 

Susan B. Anthony fought for women's rights and succeeded. Mark Twain inspired many people to use 

their imaginations. Martin Luther King Jr. gave an unforgettable speech in his fight for equality. 

Amelia Earhart paved the way for women pilots by completing her legendary flight over the Atlantic. 

These people and many more provide a wonderful example for us to follow. 

We as Arrowmen, just as those that have come before us, have the power to make a positive change to 

the world around us. We can leave our mark on history and not only use the power, but also be the 

power. The power starts with one individual and then it grows into one group, one cause, or one 

organization. The Order of the Arrow will be moving forward working to capture and harness its own 

power to make a positive difference in the world. However, the success of that endeavor can only be 

achieved when each member uses their power for the better. 

So, the use of power is not so much to conquer other peoples or nations - its intended use is to in fact 

make a difference by living the golden rule. Each of us have the power to better the world around us, 

now, we just need to use it. 

By Jack O'Neill and Dan Higham, 2009 National Chief and National Vice Chief 

 

 


